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TWENTY-FOURTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

SANITAKY  CONDITION  OF  BRIDGWATER 
AND  THE  RURAL  DISTRICTS 

For  the  Year  1896. 


Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

In  presenting  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1896, 
I regret  to  say  that  the  favourable  character  of  the  Statistics 
which  I had  confidently  looked  forward  to  has  been  sadly 
marred  by  the  prevalence  of  measles  during  the  months  of 
October  and  November,  which  increased  the  death  roll  by  41. 
Further  reference  to  this  will  be  made  under  the  head  of  zymotic 
diseases. 


STATISTICS. 

During  the  year  1896  the  number  of  deaths  registered  was 
305,  as  against  272  in  1895,  representing  an  annual  death-rate  of 
24*2  or  3 per  1000  in  excess  of  the  average  for  the  past  three 
years. 

Deducting  20  deaths  that  occurred  in  the  Bridgwater  In- 
firmary, and  37  in  the  Union  Workhouse,  248  deaths  remain, 
equivalent  to  an  annual  rate  of  mortality  of  i9‘7,  as  against  i6'5 
in  1895,  or  3*2  in  excess  of  the  average  for  the  past  three  years. 
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).  District. 
Western  99 

Workhouse  29 
Eastern  1 1 7 
Infirmary  1 7 

Western  1 1 3 
Workhouse  42 
Eastern  96 

Infirmary  21 

Western  1 3 1 
Workhouse  37 
Eastern  117 
Infirmary  20 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  Table  that  the  number  of 
deaths  that  occurred  in  the  Eastern  di\dsion  of  the  Town  is  far 
less  than  that  in  the  Western. 

As  regards  the  ages  at  which  death  occurred,  72  died  at  65  years 
of  age  and  upwards,  and  61  under  i year  of  age,  representing 
a death  rate  of  13*4  for  every  100  children  born  during  the  year. 

As  regards  the  more  general  causes  of  death,  16  resulted 
from  Phthisis,  26  from  Pneumonia,  Bronchitis  or  Pleurisy,  15 
from  disease  of  the  Heart,  and  ] i were  occasioned  by  injuries  of 
various  characters,  whilst  in  7 cases  Inquests  were  held. 

ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

From  the  seven  principal  zymotic  diseases  no  less  than  66 
deaths  occurred — i from  Scarlatina,  ii  from  Whooping  Cough, 
41  from  Measles,  12  from  Diarrhoea,  and  i from  Diphtheria, 
representing  an  annual  zymotic  death-rate  of  5 '2  per  1000  of  the 
population. 

Measles.  In  this  district  measles  is  not  scheduled  among 
diseases  to  be  compulsorily  notified  under  the  Infectious  Diseases 
(Notification)  Act,  1889,  hence  we  were  without  that  information 
so  necessary  to  control  the  spread  of  this  disease. 

Analysis  of  the  41  cases  and  the  ages  at  which  death 
occurred : — 


I Year  & under  . . . . 8 

At  ages  2 to  3 . . . . 21 

n 3 n 4 • • • • 4 

>>  4 5 • • • • 7 

8 years  old  . . . . i 


41 


Year.  Population.  Deaths.  Rate  per  r 
1894  12,600  234  18-5 


1895  12,600  272  21-5 


1896  12,600  305  24"2 
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It  will  thus  be  seen  that  between  the  second  and  third  year 
of  life  the  greatest  mortality  has  taken  place,  at  i year  and  under 
the  fatality  is  particularly  high.  Such  is  in  striking  accord  with 
the  conclusions  Dr.  Theodore  Thompson  has  arrived  at  in  his 
report  to  the  Local  Government  Board,  on  the  control  of 
Measles,  viz  : 

(i)  That  the  greatest  mortality  from  measles  occurs  in 
the  second  year  of  life,  and  (2)  that  measles  is  pre-eminently 
fatal  in  the  second,  third  and  first  year  of  life. 

In  Bridgwater  the  mortality  has  indeed  been  great,  due  no 
doubt  to  the  very  unseasonable  period  of  the  year  when  this 
zymotic  first  developed  itself,  and  the  gross  neglect  on  the  part 
of  the  Parents  in  not  exercising  more  care  in  protecting  their 
children  when  attacked  from  the  fatal  influence  of  taking  cold. 

So  long  as  the  public  view  with  such  slight  regard  this  most 
fatal  of  the  several  infectious  diseases,  and  treat  it  with  such 
apathy  and  indifference,  the  mortality  must  be  very  excessive. 

We  cannot  procure  a sufficient  measure  of  isolation  of  the 
sick  in  their  homes,  and  their  removal  to  hospital  would  necessi- 
tate an  extravagant  amount  of  accommodation. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (NOTIFICATION)  ACT. 

With  the  exception  of  Measles,  the  town  has  been  par- 
ticularly free  from  diseases  of  a zymotic  character.  Only  17 
cases  have  been  notified  to  me  during  the  year,  viz  : — 


Scarlatina  . . 12 

Diphtheria  . . i 

Typhoid  Fever  i 

Erysipelas  . . 3 


W 

All  these  cases  received  prompt  attention  at  our  hands, 
and  their  spread  was  prevented. 

I hav^e  also  the  pleasure  to  submit  the  usual  Report,  dealing  with  the 
Sanitary  work  of  the  Urban  District  ('ouncil  for  the  year  ending  the  31st 
day  of  December,  1896. 

The  systematic  inspection  of  the  District  has  been  steadily  pursued, 
and,  as  a result  of  same,  380  notices  have  been  issued  as  follows  : 

Miscellaneous  Notices  ...  ...  ...  143 

Notices  brought  before  the  Health  Committee  ...  119 

Defective  Water  Fittings  ...  . ...  118 


380 
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The  notices  brought  before  the  Health  Committee  had  reference  to 


a total  of  254  defects  which  maj'  be  summarized  as 

follows  : 

Reported. 

Abated. 

In  hand. 

Defective  Drains 

22 

20 

2 

,,  Closets 

88 

82 

6 

,,  Slop  Troughs  ... 

12 

10 

2 

,,  Gullies 

50 

47 

3 

,,  Shuting  and  rain  water  pipes 

22 

19 

3 

,,  Condition  of  inhabited  houses 

15 

11 

4 

,,  Paving 

Dirty  condition  of  Inhabited  houses 

7 

4 

3 

8 

8 

Overcrowding... 

2 

2 

Accumulations  of  manure  and  house 

refuse 

16 

16 

Animals  & birds  kept  in  an  insanitary 

condition 

7 

7 

Drains  stopped  up 

2 

2 

Open  ditch  in  insanitary  state 

2 

2 

Offensive  Trades 

1 

1 

The  above  Notices  are  taken  from  all  description  of  property  within 
the  Borough  area,  that  is  from  both  large  and  small  houses. 

^Mth  regard  to  some  of  the  worst  propertj’’,  notably  Gold’s  Build- 
ings, the  present  owner  is  rapidly  changing  its  condition ; some  of  the 
houses  have  been  jiut  into  very  good  state  of  repair,  five  have  been  pulled 
down,  thereby  rendering  the  site  more  open  and  healthy,  and  new  latrines, 
sufficient  in  number,  well  constructed,  and  with  good  ventilation,  have 
been  provided.  The  owner  purposes  proceeding  with  the  repairs  next 
spring. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

There  is  little  improvement  to  record  under  this  heading,  and  the 
continued  indifference  to  the  many  warnings  of  the  Sanitary  Authority 
must  eventually  force  on  the  question  of  public  abattoirs,  and  so  provide 
for  an  efficient  inspection  and  control  of  the  meat  supply,  Avhich  is  im- 
possible at  present.  With  reference  to  the  question  of  repairs,  some  of 
the  worst  cases  have  been  abated,  but  I have  again  to  call  attention  to  the 
want  of  proper  utensils  for  removal  purposes,  and  the  nuisance  caused  by 
some  by  })oiling  offal. 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 


The  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the  Borough  are  situate  as  follows  : 
“Brown’s,”  ..  ..  Mount  Street, 

“ Hembry’s,”  ...  ...  38,  West  Street, 

“Rowland’s,”  ...  ...  56,  West  Street, 

“Harwood’s,”  ...  ...  8,  Union  Street. 


A register  is  kept  of  these  Lodgings  Houses.  They  are  approved  for 
the  purpose  by  the  Local  Authority,  are  duly  registered  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  and  are  periodically  in- 
.spected,  and  bye-laws  affecting  them  have  from  time  to  time  been  made 
to  .secure  their  good  Sanitary  condition. 


DAIRIES. 

Gccasional  inspections  of  these  places  have  been  made  from  time  to 
time.  f)n  each  visit  the  ])remises  were  found  to  be  clean  and  wholesome,  and 
no  defects  were  observed  which  needed  the  interference  of  the  Committee. 
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BAKE-HOUSES. 


Two  general  inspections  have  been  made  during  the  year,  and  the 
premises  found  in  fairly  clean  condition, 

WORKSHOPS  AND  FACTORIES. 

Only  partial  inspections  have  been  made  of  these,  no  defects  refer- 
ring to  Sanitation  were  found  to  exist. 

With  regard  to  the  question  of  removal  of  nuisances,  every  street  in 
the  Town  is  visited  twice  a week.  But  in  the  lower  parts  of  the  town, 
there  is  yet  too  much  deposit  of  House  Refuse.  Owing  to  the  enlargement 
of  the  boundaries,  a revised  system  of  collection  is  now  under  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Corporation,  in  which  each  street  will  be  given  a definite 
day  and  time,  during  which  the  house  rubbish  must  be  placed  ready  for 
removal.  The  Corporation  trust  that  when  the  instructions  are  issued,  the 
Burgesses  will  do  all  they  can  to  assist  the  Sanitary  Authorities  in  making 
the  Scheme  a success.  It  is  propounded  in  the  interest  of  the  town,  and 
success  or  failure  rests  entirely  with  the  inhabitants. 


With  regard  to  excremental  nuisances,  this  being  a water  carriage 
town,  there  is  nothing  to  report  on  this  head. 

With  reference  to  the  Drainage,  it  is  satisfactory  to  relate,  that  not- 
withstanding the  long  dry  season,  there  was  no  increase  in  those  diseases 
arising  from  defective  sewage.  Until  Measles  appeared  in  October,  the 
zymotic  rate  has  been  kept  at  a low  point.  This  result  may  fairly  be 
attributed  to  the  constant  flushing  and  cleansing  of  the  Sewers  in  dry 
weather. 

It  is  a matter  for  congratulation,  that  in  the  early  part  of  the  j'ear, 
the  consent  of  the  Local  Government  Board  was  obtained  to  the  Loan  re- 
quired for  the  construction  of  the  Hamp  District  and  Salmon  Lane  Drain- 
age, and  the  works  are  now  in  progress.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  with 
somewhat  better  weather  and  longer  days,  the  works  will  be  shortly  com- 
pleted, and  when  this  is  done,  the  Taunton  road  beyond  the  Canal  bridge 
will  no  longer  be  subjecj  to  surface  drainage,  and  so  with  regard  to  Salmon 
Lane,  some  14  outlets,  now  discharging  the  Sewage  of  some  37  houses  on 
the  river  bank  will  be  closed,  and  the  Sew'age  concentrated  into  one  out- 
fall discharging  below"  low  water  level. 

Other  extensions  of  the  Sewers  have  been  made  in  Chilton  Road  and 
Wembdon  Road,  and  Manholes  have  been  constructed  at  the  highest  point 
of  the  sewers  in  Wellington  Road  and  Polden  Street,  so  as  to  facilitate 
cleansing  and  flushing. 

I should  like  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  further  good  progress 
has  been  made  in  the  removal  of  the  old  time  pan  closet,  and  that  86  have 
been  altered  without  any  legal  compulsion  on  the  part  of  Sanitary 
Authority.  The  owners  of  property  when  approached  have  generally 
expressed  their  readiness  to  do  the  w"ork.  It  now  rests  with  the  occupiers 
to  use  these  closets  in  a proper  manner,  and  to  keep  them  clean.  Matters 
in  this  direction  might  with  advantage  be  improved. 

The  works  for  the  prevention  of  Floods  in  the  Taunton  Road  have 
now  been  successfully  carried  out  by  Mr.  C.  Bryer,  Junr.  It  is  to  be 
regretted  however  that  the  South  Bank  of  the  Durleigh  Stream  is  not  kept 
in  a more  efiicient  state  of  repair, 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 

It  is  a matter  of  considerable  gratification  that,  notwithstanding 
the  long  drought,  there  -was  no  appreciable  diminution  in  the  water  supply 
to  the  tow'n.  The  quality  of  the  water  has  continued  up  to  its  usual 
standard.  Daily  consumption  at  per  head  of  the  population — 29  gallons. 

HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION. 

At  the  present  time  we  have,  for  town  purposes,  an  Isolation 
Hospital  at  the  Docks,  with  accommodation  for  12  patients.  The  premises 
were  lately  inspected  by  the  Committee,  w^ho  ordered  certain  repairs  to  be 
done,  and  expressed  their  entire  satisfaction  at  the  way  in  which  Mr.  Bishop 
kept  the  premises  ; the  building  thoroughly  clean,  dry  and  warm,  and  the 
grounds  surrounding  the  building  were  most  tidy. 

I w'ould  recommend  that  the  double  bedsteads  be  got  rid  of  and 
sipgle  ones  provided  in  their  place. 

W e have  not  any  Disinfectant  Apparatus  or  Mortuary  accommoda- 
tion, but  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Town  Council  to  take  this  latter  matter 
up  during  this  year. 

OVERCROWDING. 

Only  tw^o  cases  came  before  the  Sanitary  Committee  during  the  year  ; 
and  the  general  condition  of  the  houses  of  the  working  classes  may  be 
described  {as  far  as  structural  repairs  go)  as  fairly  satisfactory ; there  is 
room  for  improvement  in  tenants’  care  and  cleanliness. 

With  regard  to  the  action  of  the  Authority — 

1st. — In  respect  of  Gold’s  Buildings,  a most  careful  inspection  was 
made  of  these  buildings,  consisting  of  some  37  houses,  and  a 
long  report  and  estimate  prepared  and  submitted  to  the  Town 
Council,  wdth  a result  that  five  houses  have  been  pulled 
down,  three  others  are  condemned,  and  eight  have  been 
thoroughly  repaired,  whilst  new  Latrines  in  a more  open 
situation  have  been  erected. 

2nd. — In  respect  of  Green  Dragon  Lane,  proceedings  are  in  hand 
to  deal  w'ith  this  property*. 

3rd. — One  house  has  been  found  to  be  in  an  insanitary  state  in 
Moat  Lane,  and  the  owner  has  had  notice  served  on  him  to 
do  what  is  necessary. 

4th. — Some  two  houses  in  West  Street  w'ere  found  to  be  very  much 
in  w’ant  of  repair.  The  owner  has  given  an  undertaking  to 
do  what  is  necessary  after  the  Winter,  failing  w'hich  proceed- 
ings will  be  taken  to  enforce  same. 

NEW  STREETS  AND  BUILDINGS. 

During  the  past  year  93  plans  affecting  New  Streets  and  Buildings 
have  received  the  consideration  of  the  Health  Committee.  The  various 
works  may  be  summarized  as  follows  : — 


Dwelling  Houses  ..  76 

Alteration  and  Additions  to 

Sanitary  Arrangement  4 

Stables  ...  ...  2 

Sheds  ...  ...  ..  4 

Workshops  ...  ...  2 

School  ...  ..  1 

Stores  ...  ...  2 

Roads  and  Sewers  ...  2 


93 
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RAINFALL. 

I append  to  my  Report  two  interesting  Tables  of  the  Rainfall  during 
1896,  at  both  Ashford  and  Bridgwater.  For  the  last  I am  indebted  to 
Mr.  Henry  Corder,  to  whom  my  best  thanks  are  due. 

MR.  MACGOWAN. 

In  closing  this  Report,  it  is  a matter  of  great  regret  to  know  we 
shall,  in  the  future,  be  without  the  valuable  assistance  of  Mr.  MacGowan 
as  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector. 

In  consequence  of  the  enlargement  of  the  Borough  the  School  Board 
have  requested  Mr.  MacGowan  to  devote  his  whole  time  to  their  service, 
and  in  parting  A\'ith  Mr.  MacGowan  I am  sure  I am  only  expressing  the 
general  feeling  of  the  Town  Council  in  thanking  him  most  heartily  for  his 
help  and  assistance,  and  in  wishing  him  all  health  and  strength  to  carry 
out  successfully  lus  duties  in  connection  with  the  School  Board. 

I am  much  indebted  to  Mr.  Parr,  your  Sanitary  Inspector, 
for  his  kind  assistance  in  the  preparation  of  this  Report. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

FRANCIS  J.  C.  PARSONS. 


BIRTHS  IN  THE  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT 
During  the  Year  i8g6. 


1st  Qr. 

2nd  Qr, 

3rd  Qr. 

4th  Qr.  Total. 

BRIDGWATER  104 

124 

1 10 

117  455 

Rate  per 

1000^.  . . 

36*1. 

lO 


iisr  isos. 


ASHFORD. 

BRIDGWATER. 

Mouth. 

Total  Depth. 

Greatest  Fall 

ill  24  hours. 

No.  of  (lays  o u 

which  'Ol  01' 

more  rain  fell 

Total  Depth. 

Greatest  Fall 

ill  24  hours. 

No. of  (lays  on 

which  -01  or 

more  rain  fell 

J auuary 

Inches. 

•56 

1 

Depth.: 

•15 

Date. 

26 

11 

Inches. 

•54 

Depth. 

•12 

Date. 

27 

9 

February  ... 

•34 

•20 

9 

5 

•36 

•17 

8 

7 

March 

•2-86 

•53 

21 

22 

2-80  : 

I 

'45 

•20 

22 

April 

•59 

1 

14 

12 

•80 

•26 

13 

11 

May 

•21 

! -11 

24 

2 

•18 

•13 

21 

3 

J une 

2-96 

1-05 

13 

3-01 

1-10  1 

16 

15 

July 

1-78 

•51 

24 

10 

1-98 

•57 

1 

9 

August 

2-48 

•76 

i 9 

13 

1-57 

•27 

1 30 

14 

Sex)tember  ... 

5-96 

j -80 

22 

, 26 

1 

5-62 

1 

21 

1 

October 

, 2-41 

•50 

I 7 

16 

2 -28 

1 -46 

1 

6 

1 

' 19 

November  ... 

•99 

' ’48 

15 

j 

9 

•85 

: -43 

1 

14 

9 

December  .. 

6-13 

1-30 

1 5 

22 

5-13 

1-12 

4 

i 

j 22 

Tota' 

127-27 

! 

i 

161 

25-12 

i 

1 

! 

165 

Table  shewing  Birth  & Death  Rate,  Infantine  Mortality, 
and  Zymotic  Death  Rate. 


Birth  Rate  i 
per  1000  1 

Population. 

DeathRate 
per  1000  , 
Population 

Infant  Mortality. 

Deaths  from  Zymotic 
Diseases. 

Per  1000  , 
Deaths. 

Per  1000  i 
Births.  ! 

Per  1000 
Population 

Per  1000 
Deaths. 

1}  3.3-2 

! 14-9 

i 1 

171-3 

i 

95-2 

0-39 

21-3 

1} 

16-5 

i 180-1  ; 

117-7 

0-31 

14-7 

|}  -TO-l 

19-7 

200 

134-0 

1 

5-2 

2P3 

TABLE  SHEWING  THE  VARIOUS  CAUSES  AND  NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  IN  EACH  MONTH. 


mNOOOOvOiOloO^'-' 

220 

•D9Q 

o 

N 

•AON 

>-1  rD>->  O' 

•PO 

rr^  i-i  ld  i-i 

rn 

•Mos 

1 

2 

1 

I 

1 

2 

I 

O' 

’Sny 

ONi-ii-iNN  ‘-I  m-i 

20 

.([nf 

- N ^ ^ ^ ^ 

9unf 

I 

1 

2 

I 

1 

2 

2 

1 

2 

I 

•fl3H 

(s  I-I  (S 

- 

ludy 

« - - - - ^ 

•■i^IM 

i-H  N 1-1  ^0 

!>• 

•qoT 

m CM  N LO 

N 

oo 

•uuf 

N I-I  N N rr>  rr>  lo 

Scarlatina 

Diarrhoea  . . 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia 

Phthisis 

Heart  Disease 

Apoplexy  and  Paralysis 
hh'mvidsions 

Renal  and  Bladder  Diseases 

Aciit^  Rheumatism 

Cancer 

Debility  from  Birth 

Old  Age  . . 

Accidents . . 

Diphtheria 

Whooping  Cough 

Measles  . . 

ANALYSIS  OK  lURTMS  AND  DEATHS  REGISTERED  IN  BRIDGWATER  DURING  THIS  YEAR  1896. 
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ility  from  subjoined  causes,  distinguished  Deaths  of 
Children  under  Five  years  of  age. 
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PORT  SANITARY  AUTHORITY. 


Number  and  Tonnage  of  Vessels  belonging  to  the  Port  of 
Bridgwater,  for  the  year  1896  : — 

No.  of  Sailing  Vessels 
Tonnage  of  the  same 
No.  of  Steam  Vessels 
Tonnage  of  the  same 

Number  and  Tonnage  of  Sailing  and  Steam  Vessels  which 
entered  Bridgwater  River  for  trading  purposes  : — 

1895.  1896. 

No.  of  Sailing  and  Steam  Vessels  234.8  2351 

..  145801  1557^7 


1895. 

92 

6519  tons 
9 

416  tons 


1 896. 

93 

5977  tons 
9 

406  tons 


Amount  of  Tonnage 


The  arrangements  made  for  the  inspection  of  vessels  arriving 
at  the  Port  are  still  continued,  and  are  productive  of  much  good 
in  the  way  that  more  attention  is  given  to  cleanliness  and  repairs. 


During  the  past  year  119  vessels  were  inspected,  and  out  of 
this  number  26  were  reported  to  the  Port  Sanitary  Authority  for 
certain  Sanitary  defects,  as  shown  by  the  following  table,  and 
for  which  notices  of  abatement  were  served  on  the  Captain. 
Little  or  no  trouble  was  experienced  in  having  the  defects  put 
right  while  the  vessels  remained  in  port. 


The  following  deaths  among  Sailors  were  registered  during 
the  year : — 

Pneumonia  . . 2 

Paralysis  . . . . i 

The  Sanitary  defects  may  be  classified  as  follows  : — 


Bad  Bilge  Water  . . . . . . i 

Defective  Water  and  Water  Fittings  . . 3 

Defective  Ventilation  . . . . . . 2 

Dirty  Latrines  . . . . . . 1 1 

Forecastle  Wet  and  Dirty  . . . . 14 

Ship’s  Stores  in  Forecastle  . . . . 2 


Total  33 


It  is  very  gratifying  to  find  that  the  trade  of  the  Port  has 
considerably  increased  since  my  last  report. 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


FRANCIS  J.  C.  PARSONS. 
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RURAL  SANITARY  AUTHORITY. 


]\Ir.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  with  much  gratification  that  I present  you  my  Annual 
Report  for  the  year  1896. 

Rarely  in  my  experience  has  such  good  health  prevailed 
throughout  the  Rural  districts,  and  never  has  it  been  my  good 
fortune  to  record  statistics  of  so  favourable  a character. 


Area  . . 60,458  acres. 

Population  . . 19,921. 

1896.  1895. 

Birth-rate  . . 24*8  per  1000  living  . , 25 '3 

Death-rate  ..  i3'05  ,,  ,,  ..  14*8 

Zymotic  rate  . . 0'7  ,,  ,,  . . o‘2 

Infant  Mortality.  . 86’8  per  1000  births  . . 87*1 


The  average  annual  number  of  deaths  in  the  Rural  districts 
during  the  past  10  years  is  295.  This  year  the  deaths  number 
260,  a very  marked  decrease,  and  we  are  in  close  comparison 
with  that  most  favoured  year,  1894,  with  the  exception  that  the 
birth-rate  has  slightly  diminished.  Of  these  260  deaths  135 
occurred  in  the  Western  Division,  and  125  in  the  Eastern,  or  a 
death-rate  of  12-6  and  i3’4  respectively,  and  the  very  low  annual 
rate  of  mortality  throughout  the  entire  district  of  13*05. 

Of  these  deaths  107  occurred  at  65  years  of  age  and 
upwards,  and  40  under  i year  of  age. 

As  regards  the  general  causes  of  death,  17  resulted  from 
Phthisis,  37  from  Pneumonia,  Bronchitis  or  Pleurisy,  and  36 
from  Heart  disease.  In  12  instances  injuries  proved  fatal. 

From  the  several  Zymotic  diseases,  16  deaths  were  registered, 
equivalent  to  an  annual  rate  of  mortality  of  0*7.  7 Deaths  were 

occasioned  by  IMeasles,  5 from  Diarrhoea,  2 from  Whooping 
Cough,  and  2 are  registered  as  having  resulted  from  Fever. 

The  Infectious  Disease  (Notification)  Act  has  again  been  of 
much  value.  i8  Cases  of  Scarlatina,  3 of  Diphtheria,  2 of 
Puerperal  Fever,  and  7 of  Erysipelas  were  notified  to  me,  and 
prompt  action  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  these  Zymotic 
diseases. 

IMeasles.  Compulsory  notification  of  Measles  is  not  in 
force  in  this  District.  The  only  information  we  receive  is  from 
School  authorities,  having  more  particular  reference  to  the 
closing  or  not  of  the  Schools, 
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In  November  and  December  Measles  became  very  prevalent 
indeed  in  well-nigh  every  village  in  this  District,  mild  in 
character,  no  doubt  its  mildness  was  a great  inducement  to 
allow,  and  indeed  encourage,  its  spread  among  their  children,  by 
parents  who  little  estimate  the  gravity  of  this  disease. 

I am  happy  to  say  that  7 cases  only  ended  fatally,  3 in  the 
Western  and  4 in  the  Eastern  Division. 

We  endeavoured,  first  the  exclusion  from  school  of  all 
children  from  houses  invaded  by  measles,  and  that  failing,  the 
closure  of  the  schools  themselves.  This  latter  course  we  found 
it  necessary  to  adopt  in  every  village  attacked,  and  proved  of 
marked  success. 

The  Sanitary  work  of  the  year  is  recorded  in  the  report  of 
your  Inspector. 


SANITARY  IMSPECTOR’S  REPORT. 


To  F.  J.  C.  PARSONS,  Esq., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Bridgwater  Rural  District  Council. 
Sir, 

Herewith  I hand  you  my  Report  as  Inspector  of  Nuisances  for  the 
Bridgwater  Rural  District  Council  for  the  year  ending  the  31st  day  of 
December,  1896. 

During  the  j^ear  I have  issued  the  following  Notices  to  abate 
Nuisances  hereinafter  named. 

4 For  Cottages  overcrowded. 

10  For  Cottages  requiring  cleansing  and  whitelimeing. 

4 For  Cottages  in  such  a dilapidated  state  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation. 

7 For  dangerous  Buildings. 

8 For  Drains  that  required  cleansing  and  repairing. 

25  For  New  Drains. 

36  For  Drains  requiring  new  traps  to  mouths  of  same. 

23  For  W.  C’s.  requiring  new  pans  and  traps. 

7 For  New  Privies  to  be  erected. 

9 For  Privies  requiring  repairing  or  re-building. 

11  For  Privies  and  Cesspits  requiring  cleansing. 

13  For  Privies  without  proper  cesspits. 

9 For  Cattle  and  Manure  being  kept  in  close  proximity  to 
dwelling  houses. 

3 For  Wells  not  protected. 
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In  nearly  every'  case  the  169  Notices  issued  by  me  have  been 
complied  with. 

The  Cottages  requiring  cleansing  and  whitelimeing  have  been  done 
to  my  satisfaction,  and  the  dilapidated  Cottages  have  been  properly 
restored  fit  for  human  habitation,  and  all  dangerous  Buildings  have  been 
removed. 

Many  minor  nuisances  have  been  abated  by  the  owners  and  occu- 
piers, by  calling  their  attention  to  them,  without  notices. 

During  the  year  I have  taken  59  samples  of  Water,  and  handed 
same  to  you  for  analysis — 39  of  these  samples  of  Water  were  returned  as 
impure  and  unfit  for  human  consumption.  Notices  were  served  on  the 
owners  to  provide  a pure  supply  of  Water,  and  this  has  been  done  as  far 
as  possible  by  properly  cleansing  and  protecting  the  wells,  and  by  sinking 
two  new  wells, 

Dunwear,  a part  of  the  Parish  of  Bridgwater  (without),  and 
Somerset  Bridge,  being  a part  of  the  Parish  of  North  Petherton — these 
two  hamlets  contain  99  houses,  which  are  mostly  occupied  by  the  working 
class,  and  without  any  supply  of  good  Water  for  human  consumption  ; 
and  I am  of  an  opinion  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  obtain  any  good 
Water  in  the  district,  from  the  nature  of  the  soil. 

During  the  past  summer  the  inhabitants  of  Dunwear  were  obliged 
to  be  supplied  with  drinking  Water  obtained  from  the  Bridgwater  Corpora- 
tion Water  Works,  and  hauled  to  Dunwear  daily  in  a water  cart,  a 
distance  of  a mile, 

I have  prepared  a scheme  for  the  supply  of  Water  for  Dunwear  and 
Somerset  Bridge,  by  taking  the  Water  from  the  Bridgwater  Corporation 
Main  Water  Pipe,  at  the  end  of  the  Borough  Boundary,  and  carrying  same 
round  Dunwear  and  Somerset  Bridge  with  4 in,,  3 in,  and  2 in,  iron  pipes, 
with  all  necessaiy  bends,  elbows,  junctions,  meters,  liydrants,  and  stop 
cocks,  I estimate  the  cost  of  the  same  at  £1 ,400, 

The  acreage  included  in  this  scheme  contains  863  a,  2 r,  24  p,,  and 
the  total  rateable  value  £3242  13s,  lOd, 

I find  the  Local  Government  Board  will  not  consent  to  the  making 
of  any  part  of  a Parish  into  a Separate  District  for  Sanitary  purposes  ; 
therefore,  to  carry  out  the  proposed  scheme,  the  whole  of  the  two  parishes 
must  be  included.  The  matter  is  referred  back  to  the  Parish  Council  for 
their  consideration. 

There  are  71  Cowkeepers,  Dairymen  and  Purveyors  of  Milk  registered 
in  the  district,  I have  visited  them,  and  I find  these  dairies  and  cowsheds 
kept  in  a veiy  satisfactory  condition, 

I have  had,  during  the  year,  the  Main  Sewers  in  the  undermentioned 
Parishes  repaired  and  cleansed — North  Petherton,  Puriton,  Huntspill, 
Chedzoy,  Bridgwater  (without)  and  Cannington,  and  the  empts  to  the 
main  sewers  properly  cleaned  out, 

I have  had  a new  Settling  Tank  constructed  to  the  main  sewer  at 
the  bottom  of  Frog  Street,  Cannington. 

I have  plans  and  specifications  ready  for  a new  Section  of  Main 
Sewer  at  Othery.  I estimate  the  cost  at  £54  7s.  fid.  This  work  is  pur- 
posed to  be  done  at  once. 

There  have  been  a number  of  Houses  built  in  the  district  during  the 
past  year.  The  greater  portion  in  the  parishes  where  all  buildings  have 
to  be  carried  out  under  the  Bye-Laws.  These  parishes  contain  Bridgwater 
(without),  Cannington,  Huntspill,  Middlezoy,  Nether  Stowey,  North 
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Petherton,  Otliery,  Piiritou,  Wembdoii,  and  Westonzoylaiid,  and  the 
buildings  have  been  completed  in  accordance  with  the  TJye-Laws  and  to 
my  satisfaction. 

A new  School  is  in  course  of  construction  for  the  United  District  of 
Highbridge  and  Huntspill.  I consider  tlie  site  chosen  for  the  same,  at 
Huntspill,  to  be  a very  good  one. 

There  have  been  a new  Factory  or  Workshop  built  at  North 
Petherton,  by  Mr.  Slocombe,  for  the  manufacture  of  wicker  chairs,  and 
these  ^Vorkshops  are  well  built  and  ventilated. 

I find  the  Butchers’  Shops  and  Slaughter  Houses  in  the  district  kept 
in  very  fair  condition. 

There  have  been  less  cases  of  Scarlatina  and  Diphtheria  in  the  district 
during  the  past  year  than  any  previous  year  for  the  past  six  years. 

Measles  has  prevailed  amongst  children  nearly-  all  over  the  district. 
During  the  last  quarter  of  the  year  the  scliools  were  closed,  and  all  have 
been  disinfected  previous  to  their  re-opening. 

I remain. 

Yours  obediently, 

WILLIAM  COLES, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 

1,  Thornbury  Villas,  30th  January,  1897. 


I regret  that  many  of  my  recommendations  as  regards 
providing  Water  for  the  several  districts  mentioned  in  my 
previous  report  have  not  been  carried  out.  It  is  a question  of 
great  importance,  and  deserves  your  most  serious  attention. 

I should  much  like  to  see  established  in  every  district  a 
properly  trained  Nurse  for  the  care  of  the  sick.  The  combined 
villages  of  Spaxton,  Over  Stowey  and  Charlynch  in  the  Western 
division,  and  Huntspill  in  the  Eastern,  are  alone  at  present 
provided  for.  I know  full  well  you  have  no  power  to  grant 
pecuniary  assistance  to  this  most  worthy  object,  but  my  mention 
of  this  great  aid  in  relieving  sickness  and  suffering,  prolonging, 
and  in  many  instances  saving  life,  may  be  the  means  of  drawing 
the  consideration  and  assistance  of  many  good  friends  of  charity. 


I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

FRANCIS  J.  C.  PARSONS. 
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BIRTHS  IN  THE  RURAL  SANITARY  AUTHORITY 
During  the  Year  1896. 


1st  qr. 

2nd  qr. 

3rd  qr. 

4th  qr. 

Total 

Rate 

1896. 

per  1000 
1895. 

Stowey 

23 

29 

22 

24 

98 

22’7 

i8-8 

North  Petherton 

20 

26 

35 

26 

107 

2 I *4 

24'6 

Middlezoy  . . 

20 

16 

18 

15 

69 

37'6 

317 

Huntspill 

24 

20 

24 

22 

90 

20’6 

23'4 

Polden  Hill  . . 

24 

23 

H 

19 

80 

26'  I 

26-5 

Durleigh 

I 

— 

I 

I 

3 

31*2 

20*8 

Wembdon  . . 

9 

I I 

4 

10 

34 

28-4 

31-0 

Chilton  Trinity 

I 

4 

— 

— 

5 

35*4 

35'4 

Chedzoy 

6 

I 

— 

2 

9 

28-5 

44‘4 

496 

24*8 

25*3 

Table  shewing  Birth  & Death  Rate,  Infantine  Mortality, 
and  Zymotic  Death  Rate. 


Birth  Rate 
per  1000 
Population, 

DeathRate 
per  1000 
Population 

Infant  Mortality. 

Deaths  from  Zymotic 

Diseases. 

Per  1000 
Deaths. 

Per  1000 
Births. 

Per  1000 
Population 

Per  1000 
Deaths. 

|j  26-0 

13-5 

177-7 

91-0 

0-4 

33-3 

i}  25-3 

1 14-8 

1 

148-6 

87-1 

0-2 

23-6 

9681 

lO 

cc 

1 

13-05 

165-3 

86-8 

0-7 

57-6 

TABLE  OF  DEATHS  during  the  Year  1896,  in  the  Bridgwater  Urban  Sanitary  District,  classified 

according  to  Diseases,  Ages  and  Localities. 

Population  Mortality  from  subjoined  causes,  Mortality  from  subjoined  eaiises,  distinguished  Deaths  of 

at  ail  ages,  I at  subjoined  ages.  Children  under  Five  years  of  age. 
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DEATHS  IN  THE  BRIDGWATER  RURAL  SANITARY  AUTHORITY  (luring  the  year  1896. 
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TARISHES. 

Aisholt 

Over  Stowey 

Nether  Stowey 
Fiddingtou 

Stockland  Bristol  .. . 

Otterhainpton 

Caniiington 

Edstock  and  Bere  ... 
Charlinch 

Spaxton 

1 

Enmore 

Goathurst 

Broomfield 

Thurloxton 

St.  MichaelChurch 
North  Petherton  (pt) 
Lyng  .. 

Durleigh 

Wembdon 

Chilton  Trinity 

! 

Othery 

Middlezoy 

Westonzoyland 
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